
Rhode Island Dental Hygienists’ Association 

Annual Business Meeting 

 

Official Minutes 

Saturday, September 19th, 2026 

RI Nursing Education Center, 350 Eddy St, Providence, RI 02903 

 

Rhode Island Dental Hygienist’s Association Mission Statement:   

To ensure access to oral healthcare by remaining a strong and viable voice for protecting and 

promoting the public’s health in Rhode Island. 

 

Rhode Island Dental Hygienist’s Association Vision Statement:     

Dental hygienists are recognized as essential primary care providers in delivering total 

comprehensive oral care by developing a collaborative partnership with the healthcare 

community. 

●​ Call to order: Chris Dillon at 9:06 

○​ Motion: Chantel Janerio 

○​ Second: Lily LaFreniere 

●​ Present: Chantel Janeiro, Christopher Dillon, Kathleen Macleod, Karla Van Dale, Lily 

LaFreniere, Cora, Marie Jones Bridges, Julie Galleshaw 

●​ Establish Quorum: Quorum is NOT established  

●​ Agenda:   

○​ ADHA 2026-2028 Strategic Plan 

○​ Board of directors and officers 

○​ ADHA Adopts Ten Policies Affecting Scope of Practice, Education and Licensure 

○​ ADHA Position Statements 

○​ The Periodontal EFDA Rule in Missouri 

○​ HRSA Workforce Grant 

○​ Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget 

○​ New Business 

○​ Nominations, voting, and installation of Officers 



●​ Current Members: 

○​ 103 total members, up from last year 89! 

●​ Meeting Notes: 

○​ Warren Sanchez New Dental Assisting Program, contact Becky P 

○​ Talked of career day and outreach to different populations from middle Schools to 

older adults. Ways to advertise about the dental profession in all aspects from 

Front desk to lab technicians as well as clinic staff.  

○​ Progresso Latino  

○​ CCRI 

○​ HSRA Workforce Grant Approved, Jasmine DOH keeping us posted about event 

○​ Medical/ dental bridging the gap 

○​ Secretary to Update Website Photos 

○​ Look out for updates on Next years OSDC, will be discussing course selection 

options for next year, stay tuned. 

Reports 

○​ COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

■​ Membership: 103 members 

○​ OFFICER REPORTS: 

■​ President: None 

■​ Vice-president: None 

●​ RIDHA TREASURERS REPORT  



●​ AUGUST 2026

 

●​ Deposits Monthly  

●​ Total deposits: 14,123.39   

 

●​ ​ Total operating expenses: $ 8,274.27  

●​ End Balance Checking: $2,532.15 

●​ End Balance Savings: $18,373.13  

●​ TOTAL:  20,905.28 

●​ Respectfully submitted Leah Maricle RIDHA Treasurer  

■​ Trustees: none 

■​ Secretary:  10-20% off Orascoptic discount code to members through 

RIDHA 

●​ Review of budget: Leah Maricle 

○​ Acceptance of Budget 

■​ Motion: Julie Galleshaw 

■​ Second: Lily LaFreniere 



●​ Additional Items:  

○​ Check adha.com/standards for recent updates  
○​  Offering new courses this year 
○​ New proposed resolutions on adha.org 

●​ Highlights 
○​ PR-2 scaling procedures by licensed RDH or Dentists  
○​ PR-6 LA licensed dental practitioners 
○​ PR-7 CODA accredited program  
○​ PR-18 sleep apnea screening 

 
●​ Turned to audience: no concerns  

 

●​ New Business: None 

●​ Nominations from the floor: None 

●​ Voting Unable to be held Without a Quorum, Voting to be held Via Zoom for members, 

more information to follow.  

○​ President: Chris Dillon 

○​ Vice President: Chantel Janeiro 

○​ Treasurer: Leah Maricle 

○​ Secretary: Lily LaFreniere 

●​ Trustees: Kathy Macleod and Karla Van Dale 

●​ Nominating Marie Jone Bridges for Trustee 

Announcements:  

●​ Communications: None 

●​ Correspondence: None 

●​ Meeting adjourned: 9:56 

○​ Motion: Kathy Macleod 

○​ Second: Karla Van Dale 

Respectfully Submitted by: Lily LaFreniere 

http://adha.com/standards
http://adha.org

